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« American Psychologist, 64(1),

Jerry M. Burger (2009)

Replicating Milgram
Would People Still Obey Today?
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The awthor comducied a partial replication of Stanley M3

gram's (1963, 1965, 1974) obedience mwdies 1 [omed
Jor wefsl comparions with the origing  Imvestipanions
while protecting the well being of participants, Seventy
adults parnicipated in @ replicanion of Milgram's Expen

ment 5 wp 00 the poing a2 wiich they first heard the lears

er's verbal provest (150 volis). Becawse 79% of Milgram's
participants who wost part this polnt continued o the end
of the shock pemerasor’s range, reasonable estimares coudd
be made abowt what the present participants would have
dome If allowed 10 conninue. Obedience rates (n the 2006
replication were only slightly lower than those Milgrom
Jound 43 years carer. Contrary fo expeciation, partics

pants who sow @ confederate refuse the experimenter’s
(narrucrions obeyed as offen ar those who saw no model
Men and women & not differ in their rates of obedience

Dt there was some evidence thar isdividual differences in
empathic concern ond derire for comired affected particd

N.‘l FEJNRIEL
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tankey Ml s (1963, 1965, 19M) obedieace

studios are wrpmably the most well-known social

poychologacd rescarch inside or outside the ficld
Reforences % the stadies continue 10 appear in populas
media, incloding movies and songs (Blass, 2004), and 2
social psyshalogy sxtbook that dogs not inclade 3 discas-
sion of the sesearch &y almost unthunishle, [s ueh M2
gram's work » more properly describod as a senes of
demonstrations raher than as an expenmest (Burper,
2002), and the abscace of a theoretical moded at the outeet
of the research impeded Milgram's efforts 0 publish the
initis) repoets of b investigations (Blass, 2004), Nonethe
less, haunting images of participants administeniag
clectric shocks and ®e implications of the findings for
understandsg soersngly inexplicable cvents such m the
Hobocaust and Abu CReasd have kept the research alive for
more thas four decades (Miller, 2004)

Althosgh Migram developed many variations of his
baic procedure, the stady most paychologists sre lamilise
with s Expersment 5 (Milgram, 1974), Briefly, & parici
pant and a confoderate were Wid the svtudy concerned the
effects of pusishment oo learsiag, Through a ngged draw
ing, the participant was assigaod the role of eacher while
the confederate wis always e learner. The partcipast
walchod as the cxperimenter strapped the learner 0 a chair

Jeauary 2005 « Amencan Pyychologist
0 200 Amarcan Mo s A ]

i an adjacent room and sttached cloctradies 1 the learner’s
arm. The parucipant’'s task was 10 admuswier 3 paired
asociate loaming tost to the loarer theosgh an intercom
system. The leamner iadicaled ki respomses By prening
bemons connected 10 answer ights om the partcipant’s side
of the wall Participants sat in fromt of an smposing shock
penerator and were imstreciod 10 admimister an clectne
shock %0 e keamor for cach incorrect amswer. Labels
above the 30 switches that spanned the Soat of the machine
inScated that the shocks ranged from 15 0 450 wolts in
15.volt increments. Particpanes were nsorected 10 stan
with the lowest switch and 10 move ooe step up e goo-
erator for each successive wrong asywer

I actuality, the learner reccived no shocks. But be
gave many wrong answen, which rogared the participant
10 administer shocks of increasingly stronger voltage. Fol
lowing Be administraton of the | S0-volt punishment, the
participant heard the leammer’s cries of protest Seough the
wall. The learmer said be wanted out, Bt he was eapen
encing excosuive pain, and that his Beart was bothering
M. Froes that point watd] the 330 volt swisch, the leamer
yeliod in pain and demanded %0 be mleasad after each
shock. After the 300-volt shock, e learmer refused 10
anywer (which the experimentor said © treat a3 & wrong
snawer). Afler the 330 volt shock, @ learser 8o kager
wreamod of peotesiod when recerviag & shock, sugpesting
that be was physically incapable of responding. The magor
dependent variable was the poiat ia the peocedure at which
the pasticipant refused 1o continue. The experimenter, who
sat 3 few feet away, encouraped the parmcipant 10 continoe
3t cxch vertal or noeverbal sign of roustsnce, The wady
procoeded ] the participast cxprossad revintance to cach
of four increasingly demanding prods by the experimenter
or until the participant had prossed ®e highest ywitch cn
the shock generator theee times. The unsettling finding was
that 65% of the participants in Bis vervion of Be caperi-

The sovearch repocted 1a this articie wan fostured on ADC Newy's January
1207, beoadoant of Frimetiee
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