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PLoS ONE: “[...] Aim to complete your review within 10 days. If you need more time to perform the review, please email
us as soon as possible. [...] Unlike many journals which attempt to use the peer review process to determine whether or
not an article reaches the level of ‘importance’ required by a given journal, PLoS ONE uses peer review to determine
whether a paper is technically rigorous and meets the scientific and ethical standard for inclusion in the published
scientific record.” — PLoS ONE “Guidelines for Reviewers”

Scientific Reports: “To be published in Scientific Reports, a paper must be scientifically valid and technically sound in
methodology and analysis. Manuscripts are not assessed based on their perceived importance, significance or impact;
the research community makes such judgements after publication.” — Scientific Reports “Guide to Referees”
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Editorial Board Criteria

Academic Editors for PLOS ONE...
P are active researchers
? have a strong publication record of 10 or more peer-reviewed articles
> have senior or corresponding authorship publications

? have enough room in their professional schedule to accomodate handling one or
two manuscripts per month

If you are interested in serving as an Academic Editor, please complete this short form. The PLOS Editorial Board Services team will
be in touch as soon as we are able.
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“These thousands of papers published in mega-journals are not peer reviewed,
but just peer viewed.” - Buriak (2015)

ERIZIR : Bjork, 2015, 2018; Dinis-Oliveira, 2022; Spezi et al., 2017 9
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Exclusive: PLOS ONE to retract
more than 100 papers for

manipulated peer review

- BIRENERRE
- BEZENERRE
- AEEENRERE
- BEMIEHERNHRE

n March, an editor at PLOS ONE
noticed something odd among a

stack of agriculture manuscripts Q L

he was handling. One author had sub-

mitted at least 40 manuscripts over a
10-month period, much more than ex-
pected from any one person.

The editor told the ethics team at the journal about the anomaly, and
they started an investigation. Looking at the author lists and academic
editors who managed peer review for the papers, the team found that
some names kept popping up repeatedly.

Within a month, the initial list of 50 papers under investigation expand-
ed to more than 300 submissions received since 2020 — about 100 of
them already published — with concerns about improper authorship and
conflicts of interest that compromised peer review.

FERIHR © Kincaid, 2022 10
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